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26 June 2018 
Dear Roseanna, 
 
The Committee agreed to take a strategic approach to its work on the marine 
environment and to conduct an inquiry into the marine environment over the 
remainder of the session, focusing on implementation of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010. The Committee anticipates issuing calls for evidence 
from September onwards and the work on the inquiry will take place over the 
remainder of this parliamentary session. 

The Committee has agreed to focus on Part 3 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 
2010: 

 Development and Implementation of the Regional Marine Plans; 

 Monitoring and Compliance within Marine Protected Areas; and 

 Implementation of the new Marine Protected Areas, and 

 The National Performance Framework – Marine indicator 
 
The Committee agreed to seek further information on the following areas with 
a view to considering whether it wishes to undertake work in these areas: 

 The review of the National Marine Plan, and 

 Priority Marine Features. 
 
The Committee also agreed to consider: 

 The health of Scotland’s seas; 

 Marine national parks and marine tourism; 

 Fisheries (within the context of the forthcoming UK Fisheries bill);  

 Wild fisheries; and 

 Aquaculture and the environment (within its work on salmon farming). 
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There are a number of elements to the Committee’s work on the marine 
environment and many of the work areas are the subject of review and 
consultation. In order to progress its work the Committee would welcome a 
response to the questions in the annexe to this letter by 25 July.  

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Graeme Dey MSP 
Convener 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 



Annexe 

National Marine Plan (NMP) 

1. Is the recent 3 year review an interim review? What are the next steps are 
and is a full review planned in 2 years? (Is the reporting cycle based on 5-
year intervals under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 or 3-year intervals 
under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009?).  

2. Are the sectoral policies e.g. for oil and gas, fishing, aquaculture in the 
marine environment consistent with policies for biodiversity and climate 
change mitigation/adaptation? 

3. What opportunities exist for stakeholders to identify policy concerns in 
relation to the NMP? and; 

4. Whether the NMP as currently drafted provides the basis for effective 
ecosystem based implementation? 

 

Development and Implementation of the Regional Marine Plans (RMPs) 
 
The Committee wishes to explore the role, status and effectiveness of the 
Regional Marine Plans and their integration with the terrestrial planning 
system. The Committee intends to issue a call for views on this following the 
summer recess. In the meantime the Committee would welcome your views 
on the following questions: 

 
1. Are the objectives for the establishment of the Scottish Marine Regions 

still appropriate? 

2. How effective has the approach to establishing Marine Planning 
Partnerships been in practice? are they working as anticipated? what are 
the opportunities/constraints/barriers to success? 

3. What progress has been made in the development and implementation of 
Regional Marine Plans and what are the objectives and priorities for the 
next 5-10 years? 

4. Is the system of marine planning sufficiently integrated with the terrestrial 
planning system? 

5. What is required to deliver an effective Marine Planning system? 

6. What funding and support is available for the development of RMPs? 

7. What duties/requirements are there on local authorities to develop and 
implement RMPs? 

8. Is there sufficient marine planning expertise in all Local Authorities for 
development of RMPs? 

 

 



Monitoring and Compliance within Marine Protected Areas 

Scottish MPA Monitoring Strategy 
 

1. How effective is the management of MPAs? How is this being 
assessed? How are partners engaged in this? 

2. Is there a monitoring action/implementation plan setting out priorities, 
responsibilities, how monitoring will be undertaken and the timescales?  

3. Is monitoring being prioritised in certain areas?   

4. What is the reporting mechanism for monitoring activity and 
compliance? 

5. What progress is being made on the monitoring and enforcement of 
inshore and offshore MPAs?  

6. Are there outstanding issues in addressing monitoring and compliance 
and what action is Marine Scotland taking to address these? 

7. What are the principles of the MPA review and what will it consider? 

8. What will the next phase of MPA management involve? 

9. What work is being done on essential habitat measures at a population 
level? 

10. What assessment has Marine Scotland made of the impact of Brexit, 
particularly the loss of funds via the EMFF? What happens after Brexit? 

Marine Strategy Framework Directive 

 
1. The Committee would welcome further information on the scope and 

remit of the review and how stakeholders views will be taken into 
account. 

 
Socio-economic impacts of MPAs 
 
The Committee understands a review of the socio-economic impacts of 
Marine Protected Areas is due by the end of 2018. The Committee has 
agreed to undertake a review of the implementation of Marine Protected 
Areas and the socio-economic impacts in 2019. It is proposed that the 
Committee. In the meantime the Committee would welcome further specific 
detail on: 
 
1. the terms of reference of the review of the socio-economic impacts, the 

approach, proposed stakeholder engagement and the timetable for 
undertaking the review. 

  

 

 



Expected new Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) 

The Committee recently received information from the Scottish Government 
on plans for further consultation and introduction of the expected 4 new 
MPA’s. The Committee would welcome further detail on: 
 
1. The consultations for the Special Protection Areas and additional MPA’s 
– the proposed scope, questions, stakeholder engagement, assessment 
processes and timescale for engagement and completion. 
 
2. The Committee would also welcome further detail on the creation of a 

deep sea national marine reserve.  
 
 
National Performance Framework 
 
The Committee agreed to considered the National Performance Framework 
and raised concerns that there is no clear descriptor for the biodiversity 
indicator. The Committee asked the Scottish Government to provide detail on 
the process for this work, including plans for consultation and development of 
a monitoring framework, and an explanation of why it will take until 2019 to 
have these indicators in place. The Committee also sought further information 
on how this work is linked to the MSF report and planned consultation later 
this year and how it will be aligned with EU and international biodiversity 
strategies. In addition the Committee requested regular reports on progress in 
the development of these indicators.  

1. The Scottish Government did not provide detail on the development of 
the biodiversity indicator and the Committee would welcome further 
detail on this. 

Priority Marine Features 

The Committee recently wrote to Scottish Government on the proposed 
consultation reviewing the protection given to priority marine features. The 
Committee would welcome further detail on:  

2. The rationale for selection of the 11 PMFs; work on other PMFs 
including mobile species;  

3. The scope of the consultation (including options to be consulted on and 
questions to be addressed) 

4. Further plans for stakeholder engagement; and 

5. The timescale for completion and acting on the outcome. 

 
Inshore Fisheries Management 
 

6. The Committee would welcome an update from the Scottish 
Government on the recent consultation on inshore fisheries 
management. 


